
   

The Bright Side of Cold 
Weather— 
By: Alan Holzer  
 It’s been a cold winter already, and with several months of 
winter left to go, it’s tempting to complain about the weather.  But 
winter not only defines our human culture (aren’t we all secretly 
proud of being tough Minnesotans?) but also our natural landscape.  
In fact, extended periods of cold not only define the makeup of our 
forests, but also keep many pest species away and prevent massive 
outbreaks of others.  Here are a few reasons to love the cold: 

Emerald Ash Borer: it is estimated that about 50% of emerald 
ash borers die at -20F, and over 90% die at -30 F.  While 
these are estimates, and it might take extended cold snaps 
to do the job, it’s clear that our ash trees really appreciate 
deep freezes! 

Japanese Beetles:  Japanese beetles cannot survive in soil 
colder than 15 F.  Usually these beetles burrow below the 
frost line in soil to avoid being frozen (and remember that 
both snow and soil insulate the ground) BUT if we have a 
thaw followed by a quick return to cold, the beetles can be 
caught too close to the surface.  

Ticks: black-legged ticks are native here and have evolved to 
survive winter, but their population can still take a hit in the 
winter.  Deep cold with no snow (and therefore less 
insulation) can dehydrate ticks or kills them outright. 

 
So next time you feel tempted to grump about winter temperatures, 
take a moment to remember that cold can kill pests, and smile. 
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How do you spend your time volunteering at CRD?  
Doing events that appear to be interesting, feeder watch and 
bonfire duty. 
 

What is your favorite part about volunteering at 
the Dam?  
Being able to walk down to the Mississippi to see it's beauty and 
power up close and personal.  It's really impressive when the river 
is high.  
 

What’s your favorite thing to do in your free time?  
Being retired and able to do what I want anytime I want to. 
 

What is one area of nature you want to learn more 
about?  
I would like to learn more about the prairie in western Minnesota.  
 

What’s your favorite tree?  
My favorite is the sugar maple because of what it provides in early 
spring.  

 



Save the Date! 
Our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner is coming up on February 26 from 6:00-8:00pm, so add 
it to your calendars now!  An invitation is attached with this newsletter. 

 

 Just for Volunteers  

Volunteering Opportunities 

February Public Programs  

• Saturday February 1 (10am-12pm): Scouts 

Snowshoe Hike 

• Saturday February 1 (2pm-4pm): Snowshoeing 

along the Mississippi 

• Saturday February 8 (10am-11am & 11am-12pm): 

Family Snowshoeing @ SOCHACKI PARK 

• Saturday February 8 (2pm-3pm): Adult 

Snowshoeing @ SOCHACKI PARK 

• Tuesday February 11 (6pm-8pm): Happy Hour 

Snowshoe 

• Monday February 24 (6pm-8pm): Scouts Snowshoe 

Hike 

 

February Snowshoeing School Groups (can sign 

up for individual days) 

• February 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (1:30pm-3:30pm): CBPA 3rd 

Grade Snowshoeing 

• February 4 (10am-12pm & 1:15pm-3:15pm): 

Zanewood 4th Grade Snowshoeing 

• February 11, 12, 13, 20, 21 (1:20pm-3:20pm): 

CBPA 5th Grade Snowshoeing 

• February 10 (10am-12pm), 18 (10am-12pm & 

1:15pm-3:15pm): Zanewood 2nd Grade 

Snowshoeing 

• February 20 (10am-12pm & 1:15pm-3:15pm), 21 

(10am-12pm): Zanewood 3rd Grade Snowshoeing 

• February 25 (10am-12pm & 1:15pm-3:15pm), 26 

(10am-12pm): Zanewood Kindergarten 

Snowshoeing 

• February 27 (10am-11:30am & 2pm-3:30pm): 

Zanewood Pre K Snowshoeing 

***If you are interested in volunteering for 
any of these, email Ashley or call the front 

desk to let us know! 763-694-7790 *** 

Embrace the North      
Festival 
Our second Embrace the North Festival 
is coming up on Saturday, February 
15th, from 12pm-4pm.  We had such a 
blast last year and we are looking    
forward to another great year. 
 
We will be needing a ton of help and we 
hope you will be interested in putting on 
another great event this year.  Some of the 
volunteer opportunities will be: 
 Helping attendees with snowshoes 
 Collecting forms for the dogsledding 

and fatbike activities 
 Tending campfires 
 Helping with winter games, and more! 
Check out the link in the email sent with 
this newsletter. 


